Non-formal and informal learning validation in the tourism sector.

The workshop will be based on Lina Kamiskiene’s  article Non-formal and informal learning validation in the tourism sector.

The article discusses the aim of the system for non-formal and informal learning validation, which is to assess and recognize learning achievements of a person and to encourage one to strive for higher qualification and professionalism in the tourism sector. 

The importance of non-formal and informal learning validation it is described on three levels: social importance of validation of non-formal and informal learning on individual level, on society level and formal education level. 

On the individual level validation of non-formal and informal learning shows that it not only opens possibility to get certificate or other kind of document, which proves the competence but it also encourages to develop personal and professional abilities, increase competitiveness in the labour market. 

On the society level validation of non-formal and informal learning shows that it allows developing a big potential of human resources as well as helping society to adapt to constant changes, particularly in the field of technologies. 

On the formal education system level validation of non-formal and informal learning not only creates possibilities for education in the formal education system but also allows the learner to integrating one's prior learning to the current educational process.
Partcipants will in groups discuss:

1. which competencies are needed in the tourism sector? - and how do we achieve them?

2. to which extent do the institutions use validation of prior learning when admitting students for bachelor and master programmes in tourism and which methods are/ could be used for validation of prior learning

Plan for the workshop
· Paper presentation 

· Group work: the educational level in the tourism sector in the SPACE membercountries, which competencies are needed in the tourism sector? - and how do we achieve them?  

· Presentation and discussion of groupwork 

· Group work: to which extent do the institutions use validation of prior learning when admitting students for bachelor and master programmes and which methods are/ could be used for validation of prior learning  

· Presentation and discussion of groupwork 

· Summing up 

Presenter: Lina Kamiskiene, Project Manager, Vytautas Magnus University

